


North American Conferences for 
International Schools

Intermission Missionary Kids Education Consultation
The InterMission MK Education Consultation (IMKEC) is an annual meeting 
of (mainly) home-office sending agency personnel who have MK education is-
sues as part of their responsibilities. IMKEC also welcomes MK school adminis-
trators. For more information, go to www.acsi.org.

Pre-Field Orientation
New teachers, administrators, and boarding parents of member international 
schools can attend TCK Pre-Field Orientation (PFO), a two-week program 
that provides attendees with the concepts and skills that will help them transi-
tion more easily to another culture, relate interpersonally, resolve conflict, and 
deal with the unique benefits and challenges of third culture kids (TCKs) and 
the culturally diverse MK and international Christian school settings. Contact: 

pfo@acsi.org

North American Administrator/Board 
Conferences 2009–2010

Canmore, AB, Canada..................Nov 6–7, 2009
Sturbridge, MA.............................Nov 6, 2009
Lancaster, PA................................Jan 28–29, 2010
Minneapolis, MN.........................Jan 28–29, 2010
Merrillville, IN..............................Feb 3–5, 2010
Sedona, AZ...................................Feb 3–5, 2010
Toronto, ON, Canada..................Feb 6, 2010
Fish Camp, CA.............................Feb 10–12, 2010
Wilmington, OH.........................Mar 4–5, 2010
Hot Springs, AR...........................Mar 28–30, 2010	
Seaside, OR..................................Apr 25–27, 2010
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Early Education Conferences 
2009–2010

High Point, NC.............................Sep 19, 2009
Colorado Springs, CO (IEELC).....Sep 30–Oct 2, 2009
Stockbridge, GA.............................Oct 10, 2009
Chesapeake, VA..............................Oct 17, 2009
Hollywood, FL...............................Oct 17, 2009
Portland, OR..................................Oct 17, 2009
Knoxville, TN................................Oct 24, 2009
San Antonio, TX............................Oct 24, 2009
Seattle, WA.....................................Oct 24, 2009
Houston, TX..................................Nov 7, 2009
Phoenix, AZ...................................Nov 7, 2009
Waipahu, HI..................................Jan 9, 2010
Dallas, TX......................................Jan 23, 2010
Albuquerque, NM..........................Jan 30, 2010
Oviedo, FL.....................................Feb 13, 2010
Longmont, CO..............................Feb 20, 2010
Simpsonville, SC............................Mar 6, 2010
Las Vegas, NV................................Mar 13, 2010
Mobile, AL.....................................Mar 13, 2010
Lancaster, PA..................................Mar 18–19, 2010
Fredericksburg, VA.........................Mar 20, 2010
Westerville, OH.............................Mar 20, 2010
Sturbridge, MA...............................Mar 26, 2010
Ridgeland, MS................................Mar 27, 2010
Elk Grove, CA................................Apr 17, 2010
Toronto, ON, Canada...................Apr 24, 2010
Long Beach, CA.............................May 1, 2010

The ACSI One-Day Enabler 
Series

The ACSI Enabler Series offers one-day enablers of in-
depth training in school assessment, finance, classroom 
management, marketing, and leadership—all part of a 
comprehensive support system that nurtures you, your 
school, and your relationship with God. These one-day 
events are held throughout the United States. Visit www.
acsi.org/kwenablers to view the offerings near you and the 
latest schedule.

Enablers by Request
Enablers are available according to your schedule and at 
group rates. Contact us at enable@acsi.org for pricing and 
availability.

The Consulting Services Group
ACSI offers the hired services of a consultant who has 
specified expertise. Services are tailored to the desired area 
of assistance. Expert advice is coupled with affordable and 
appropriate consultative resources. For more informa-
tion on the Consulting Services Group, including the fee 
structure, visit www.acsi.org/kwconsultserv.

Enablers Online
We are developing enablers for online presentation, a new 
format for enablers. For the most recent information, 
check our website, www.acsi.org/kwenablers.

Contact Leadership & Professional Development, 719-528-6906 or leadership@acsi.org. 

For more information or to register, visit our website: www.acsi.org.

Webinars

Look for ACSI Webinar opportunities on varied topics includ-
ing textbook introduction/training/servicing, legal legislative 
updates, consultations, corporate partner services, and profes-
sional development for teachers and administrators. Webinars 
provide online interactive participation, which saves time and 
money. Sessions are both live and prerecorded, and spots can be 
reserved for real-time presentations. Schedules of offerings can 
be found at www.acsi.org/kwforumweb. 

EE Radio

In less than five minutes, you will be encouraged by short, top-
ic-driven audio clips of interviews and presentations. Broadcasts 
are delivered to EE members via an e-mailed Web link twice 
each month of the academic year (17 broadcasts per year). Past 
broadcasts are archived on the early education members-only 
section of the ACSI website. E-mail earlyeducation@acsi.org for the Web tag.
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Leadership Development

Leadership Academy—July 22–25, 2010,  
Colorado Springs, CO
A four-day summer experience of cutting-edge leadership 
training, networking, dialogue, and relaxation is held in 
Colorado Springs. It includes keynotes, presentations on 
Christian education research, and point-counterpoint debates. 
The format is highly interactive and focused. George Fox 
University provides graduate credit for attendance and the 
completion of a reflection paper. The dates are July 22–25, 
2010. The keynote speaker will be Christian Smith. A full bro-
chure will be posted on the ACSI website in January 2010.

International Institute for Christian School Edu-
cators (IICSE)—July 11–15, 2010, Columbia, SC
The thirty-ninth annual institute is held on the Columbia 
International University campus. The format offers three to 
four graduate courses and six to eight Bible and/or profes-
sional CEU tracks. Teachers and administrators may earn up 
to three graduate credits or up to five CEUs at the institute. 
The highly experienced professional staff are from every level 
of Christian education. This year’s IICSE will be held July 
11–15, 2010. Complete information will be posted on the 
ACSI website in early 2010.

Administrator Internship Program
This program is designed to identify and train future Christian 
school administrators. Experienced classroom teachers are 
mentored for one calendar year through a highly structured 
internship curriculum. The curriculum includes two “shadow-
ing” experiences in which the teacher is released from class-
room responsibilities and spends the entire week observing 
his or her mentor administrator. The application period is 
September 1–November 15 each year.

Administrator Mentoring Program
This program is designed for current Christian school admin-
istrators who have less than five years of experience. The 
mentoring period will be August 1–June 30. It will follow a 
structured curriculum that includes a shadowing week. The 
application period is May 1–July 15 each year.

Professional Educator Associations
ACSI has developed professional associations for individuals to 
join in order to experience personal and professional
growth. The following are the associations available for mem-
bership:
• 	 International Association of Christian School Administrators    

and Board Members (IACSA&B)
• 	 International Association of Christian Early Educators 

(IACEE)

Consulting Services Group
ACSI offers the hired services of a consultant who has specified 
expertise. Services are tailored to the desired area of assistance. 
Expert advice is coupled with affordable and appropriate con-
sultative resources. For more information, including the fee 
structure, visit www.acsi.org/kwconsultserv.

International Early Education Leadership Confer-
ence (IEELC)—September 30, 2009–October 2, 
2009
This conference is designed to provide high-level professional 
development that can be articulated to undergraduate- or 
graduate-level credit. Network leaders from all over the world 
provide training on relevant early education topics and offer 
spiritual inspiration and encouragement. Early educators, plan 
and budget for this biennial event, September 30–October 2, 
2009! Read about the next event at www.acsi.org. 

Leadership and Governance Resources
ACSI assists you as a leader in your goal of achieving academic 
and operational excellence, with resources from Purposeful 
Design Publications and other publishers. See page 33.
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Publications

Professional Development Resources
Purposeful Design Publications is the ACSI publisher of text-
books and professional resources designed to enable Christian 
schools and educators. For more information, contact ACSI Customer Service at 

800-367-0798 or visit www.purposefuldesign.com.

Professional Journals, Magazines, E-Newsletters, 
and Virtual Networks
Christian School Education. This full-color magazine, published 
four times a year, addresses issues relevant to Christian schools. 
Subscription contact: Publishing Services Secretary, 719-528-6906

Christian Early Education. Published four times a year, this 
magazine informs and educates our members about teaching 
young children in early education programs, ages birth through 
prekindergarten (age five). Some articles are available in Spanish! 
For Spanish-translated articles, go to www.acsi.org. Subscription con-

tact: Department of Early Education Services, 888-892-4258

Christian School Comment. Published nine times a year, CSC 
explores a variety of interests related to Christian schools. ACSI 
President Brian Simmons offers practical advice to parents and 
educators. Subscription automatic with ACSI membership; available for download at 

www.acsi.org.

Legal/Legislative Update. Published three times a year, LLU 
informs Christian school leaders of legal issues currently facing 
Christian schools. Subscription automatic with ACSI membership.

World Report. This e-journal, produced for ACSI international 
educators, covers issues specific to international Christian 
schools. Subscription automatic with ACSI membership.

K.I.D. Time—Kids Interceding Daily is a monthly prayer cal-
endar with instructional materials for all grade levels, including 
early education. Subscription automatic with ACSI membership.

Prayer Guide. ACSI publishes a monthly prayer guide that 
provides our prayer partners with daily prayer requests that are 
specific and worldwide. Subscription automatic with ACSI membership.

Math by Design: Teaching for Understanding. This e-newsletter is 
for teachers in schools using the Purposeful Design math series. 
This quarterly publication provides teachers with information 

on best practices and current thought 
regarding effective math instruction. 
The emphasis is to provide encourage-
ment, challenge, and practical help. 
Contact mathbydesign@acsi.org to begin receiving 

this publication.

The ACSI Directory. The directory is 
provided to member schools and lists 
complete data on every ACSI member 
school. Contact Customer Service at 800-367-0798.

Regional E-news for member schools. 
An electronic newsletter is sent 
monthly from each regional office. 
It contains important information, 
time-sensitive material, and thought-
provoking articles—all designed to 
help Christian schools accomplish 
their mission.

The SEAL (Seeking Excellence in 
Administrative Leadership). Published 
eight times per year, this newsletter 
includes a book review and synopses 
of relevant articles that will stimulate 
thinking about current educational 
and leadership trends. Contact Customer 

Service at 800-367-0798.

National Notes. This periodic update, 
published eight times between 
September and May, addresses gov-
ernmental and legal issues pertaining 
to Christian education. Subscription auto-

matic with ACSI membership.

The Meantime. The Department of 
Urban Schools Services publishes 
this magazine three times per year. 
It contains articles and information 
specific to the needs and challenges of 
schools targeting and serving urban, 
under-resourced, and minority students from a Christ-centered 
perspective. Subscription automatic with ACSI Urban School  

membership.

Christian                                 CommentSchool
A s s o c i A t i o n   c h r i s t i A n  s c h o o l s  i n t e r n A t i o n A l

Enabling Christian Educators and Schools Worldwide             PO Box 65130 • Colorado Springs, CO 80962-5130 • 719-528-6906 • www.acsi.org

Ken smitherman, President
Association of christian schools international

At the very front of this new school year, i want to simply say, “Thank 
you.” Your decision to enroll your children in a christian school is one 
that is to be commended at the very highest extent possible. Your decision 
truly demands that you put your money where your mouth is! not only 
is a family investment in the education of their children a significant 
one—it is a very expensive one. such a decision in a society that provides 
a free government education to its children has to be one arrived at from 
a very thoughtful and strategic vantage point because for most it demands 
significant economic commitment and sacrifice.

We live in a culture that less and less embraces spiritual formation as being 
significant, let alone crucial. We are experiencing an increased level of 
attack on any sort of orthodox belief in God and on any pursuit of spiritual 
formation that recognizes the authority of God—and these attacks often 
renounce the very existence of God. in America one of the great distortions 
of recent times has been the common perspective regarding “the separation 
of church and state,” and this distortion has very disturbingly resulted in 
the attempted and generally successful removal of any religious discussion 
in the government school classroom. 

The attack on the very existence of God, and in particular on God as the 
creator, has found a rich battleground in the ongoing and testy science-
and-religion debate. on november 21, 2006, the New York Times re- 
ported on a conference that had taken place that month on science and 
religion at the salk institute for Biological studies in la Jolla, california. 
in that article, titled “A free-for-All on science and religion,” George 
Johnson noted the following:

carolyn Porco, a senior research scientist at the space science institute in 
Boulder, colo., called, half in jest, for the establishment of an alternative 
church, with Dr. tyson, whose powerful celebration of scientific discovery had 
the force and cadence of a good sermon, as its first minister.

she was not entirely kidding. “We should let the success of the religious 
formula guide us,” Dr. Porco said. “let’s teach our children from a very young age 
about the story of the universe and its incredible richness and beauty. it is already so 
much more glorious and awesome—and even comforting—than anything offered 
by any scripture or God concept i know.”

she displayed a picture taken by the cassini spacecraft of saturn and its 
glowing rings eclipsing the sun, revealing in the shadow a barely noticeable 

speck called earth.

A little later in the same article, Johnson reported on the comments of sam 
harris, the author of The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of 
Reason:

“every religion is making claims about the way the world is,” he said. “These 
are claims about the divine origin of certain books, about the virgin birth of 
certain people, about the survival of the human personality after death. These 
claims purport to be about reality.”

By shying away from questioning people’s deeply felt beliefs, even the skeptics, 
Mr. harris said, are providing safe harbor for ideas that are at best mistaken and 
at worst dangerous. “i don’t know how many more engineers and architects need 
to fly planes into our buildings before we realize that this is not merely a matter 

of lack of education or economic despair.”

sadly, these attacks against christian faith and practice are being widely 
read and accepted as truth by many. We should be extremely disturbed that 
a christian worldview is not simply described as stupid but emphatically 
defined as dangerous—with references to terrorism in order to embellish 
the point. 

Your christian school is working diligently to support you in the intellectual 
development and spiritual formation of your children, preparing them not 
merely to survive but to engage effectively in a culture that seeks to convert 
to fantasy all things christian. instead of perpetuating fear, your school is 
encouraging godly lives through Jesus christ. These lives reach out and serve, 
truly enhancing our culture and our world.

so be heartened. Your choice of christian schooling will be blessed—you 
have chosen well.

We live in a culture that less and less embraces spiritual 
formation as being significant, let alone crucial.

Christian Schooling: You Have Chosen Well!

19
2010 R

ESOURCE BOOK



Phone 800-367-0798 | Fax 719-531-0716 | Web www.acsi.org

m
em

be
r 

se
rv

ic
es

ACSI Recommends Listserv
Join the conversation! Educators from all over discuss topics and 
issues that matter to you. Learn from your colleagues, share your 
knowledge, and expand your expertise. To subscribe, simply 
send an e-mail to one of the e-mail addresses below and type the 
word subscribe in the message area:

Christian School Administrators Idea Exchange:  
csaie@villagechristian.net
Christian School Elementary Teachers Idea Exchange: 
csetie@villagechristian.net
Christian School Secondary Teachers Idea Exchange: 
csstie@villagechristian.net
Christian Early Educator Directors Idea Exchange:  
ceedie@villagechristian.net

ACSI Website
Our website connects you to a plethora of resources designed to 
equip you and your school for greater effectiveness in achieving 
your mission: www.acsi.org.

Resources for the Unique Needs 
of Students
Early Education Services

The Department of Early Education Services, along with 
regional office personnel, provides professional leadership and 
support services to more than 2,500 ACSI member preschool/
childcare centers by offering the following services:

New or Expanded Benefits of Membership for Early Education 
Programs
•	 Online training
•	 Career Service Achievement award
•	 Christian Employment Opportunities
•	 Members-only Web pages
•	 Affiniscape: accept credit cards for payment of program 

tuition and dues
•	 EE Radio: short, topic-driven audio clips of interview and 

presentations—Web delivery
•	 Toll-free support by dialing 888-892-4258
•	 Downloadable classroom resources such as posters and 

certificates
•	 Early education mission opportunities
•	 Exemplary School Program opportunities

We will continue to offer these existing services, and we’re com-
mitted to deliver them with exemplary customer service!
•	 Certification for early educators, faculty, and directors
•	 Preschool Associate Credential
•	 Program accreditation
•	 On-site training and consulting
•	 EE conferences and EE tracks at teacher conventions
•	 International Early Education Leadership Conference 

(IEELC)
•	 Christian Early Education magazine—an award-winning 

publication
•	 Curricular materials available through Purposeful Design 

Publications
•	 Annual School Survey
•	 Legal/legislative information
•	 Credit union membership

If your program is not a member, but you wish to join, con-
sider individual participation through membership in the 
International Association of Christian Early Educators (IACEE)! 
Contact the Department of Early Education Services, 888-892-4258.
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Online Training Program for 
Early Educators

Whether you are acquiring annual training CEUs or completing 
requirements for the Preschool Associate Credential or national 
credential, you can access affordable training through our web-
site. Over 120 hours of entry-level content is available! An entire 
catalog of engaging topics is addressed from a Christian perspec-
tive and designed specifically for the early education profes-
sional. These training hours can also be articulated into college 
credit, an added benefit for those interested in pursuing an AA 
degree or a BA degree. We live in a busy world. This training 
will flex to your schedule! Read all the details and browse our 
catalog of courses at www.acsi.org.
Call ACSI for more details: 888-892-4258.

Christian Higher Education

Membership offered to accredited or ACSI-recognized Christian 
colleges and universities provides opportunities to interact and 
discuss the issues of Christian education, from early education 
through university levels. ACSI member institutions benefit 
from the following:
•	 Distinguished Christian High School Student program, 

which identifies outstanding students of ACSI high schools 
worldwide

• 	Higher Education Department Approval Programs, which 
grant ACSI certification to graduates from approved teacher 
higher education departments and provide free samples of 
ACSI textbooks and magazine subscriptions for curriculum 
labs and professors

• 	Graduate Administration Approval Program
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• 	Teacher and administrator training at conventions and con-
ferences and in continuing education courses

• 	Publishing opportunities
• 	Consulting services and worldwide speaking opportunities
• 	Membership listing in the ACSI Directory
Contact the Director of Academic Services, 719-528-6906.

International Services

In response to the Great Commission, ACSI advances the cause 
of Christian school education in the global context through 
leadership, training, and service. The International Headquarters 
office and five international regional offices implement the mis-
sion, goals, and services of ACSI in over 105 countries for more 
than 1,300 schools that serve over 290,000 children of mission-
ary families, international business families, and national families. 
ACSI encourages each member school to utilize the resources 
available from the International Headquarters office.

Global Perspectives 
All member schools are encouraged to gain a global perspective 
of what God is doing worldwide through learning, involvement, 
and prayer. 

Publications
K.I.D. Time—Kids Interceding Daily provides classrooms with 
a monthly prayer calendar and instructional materials that cre-
ate awareness of missions history and cross-cultural ministry. 
Subscription automatic with ACSI membership.

ACSI Prayer Guide: Member schools are kept in touch with 
specific prayer needs of the family of Christian schools world-
wide, as well as ACSI’s international staff serving Christian 
schools in over 106 countries. Students can celebrate as they 
see God change the world through prayer. Subscription automatic 

with ACSI membership.

Resource
Faith in Action is a comprehensive resource for the spiritual 
formation of students—highlighting the importance of provid-
ing ministry involvement for students of all ages and grade 
levels. See page 30.

Short-Term Missions
North American member schools can send teams of students 
and teachers to assist Christian schools on nearly every conti-

nent. Students can experience firsthand how God is at work in 
other countries—enriching both their cultural perspective and 
their faith. For more information, go to the ACSI website at www.acsi.org.

 
Student Sponsorship
Imagine the potential of a Christ-centered education! ACSI 
member school students can actively support—through prayer, 
communication, and giving—students in national Christian 
schools around the world. ACSI has nearly 300 students avail-
able for sponsorship. Not only are students afforded a Christian 
education, but national schools are also strengthened through 
this personalized program. Contact the Student Sponsorship Coordinator, 

719-528-6906 or Psponsorship@acsi.org.

Destinations
ACSI Destinations is a uniquely Christian cross-cultural 
exchange program administered by ACSI. The program encour-
ages cross-cultural learning among ACSI member schools, their 
staff, students, and communities. Opportunities are available for 
schools to host and to send students. Students attend an ACSI 
member school in another country and live with host families 
or in school boarding facilities for a semester or year. For more 
information about locations and participation requirements, 
e-mail destinations@acsi.org or visit the Destinations website: 
www.acsi.org/kwdestinations. Contact Office of International Ministries, 

719-528-6906. See Regional Directors, pages 8–9.

Online Education

Sevenstar Academy is partnering with ACSI to provide out-
standing online Christian education opportunities for member 
schools. Their desire is to make disciples of Christ through a 
global learning community that glorifies God. Member dis-
counts are available for Sevenstar’s online programs, including 
the more than 60 courses available for grades 4 through 12. 
Contact: 707-276-3472 or 877-229-6312. Visit www.sevenstaracademy.org.

Student Tours

American Christian Tours (ACTS) offers education programs 
that focus on specific historic destinations in the United States. 
By experiencing America’s Christian history, your students 
will gain not only a deeper understanding of our nations’ heri-
tage but also a sense of their role in our nation’s future. Contact: 

mail@acts-tours.com or 715-234-6500. Visit www.acts-tours.com.
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Instructional Materials 
To assist you in your goal of achieving academic and opera-
tional excellence, ACSI produces several lines of profession-
ally developed textbooks as well as an array of other books 
and manuals. Since it is our mission to enable you and your 
school, we have put a great deal of effort into producing 
instructional materials to strengthen your school’s Christ-
centered mission toward greater effectiveness. ACSI members 
receive up to 50% off nonmember pricing, and they can 
request free Purposeful Design textbook review copies and 
receive free teacher editions with each classroom set of student 
editions purchased (10 minimum). Contact ACSI Customer Service,  

800-367-0798, or go to www.purposefuldesign.com.

Student Activities
ACSI-sponsored student activities and events are designed to 
enhance participating students’ God-given abilities, gifts, and 
talents. Member school students participate in varied activities 
that give expression to individual interests and skills while 
integrating a Christian philosophy of character and conduct. 
Leadership and relational skills, teamwork, and a sense of com-
munity are developed from a biblical perspective. Activities 
include competitions such as spelling bees, geography bees, 
speech meets, math olympics, creative writing festivals, art and 
music festivals, leadership conferences, science fairs, and cheer-
leading competitions. Contact: Regional office. See Regional Directors, 

pages 8–9.

Student Recognition
The Distinguished Christian High School Student (DCHSS) 
program identifies and honors outstanding juniors and seniors 
of ACSI member high schools worldwide. The DCHSS pro-
gram also provides these select students with potential commu-
nication from ACSI member colleges and universities in North 
America who utilize this important vehicle to recruit Christian 
high school students for their degree programs. For more informa-

tion, contact Academic Services, 719-528-6906.

Urban School Services
The Urban School Services Department (USSD) provides prod-
ucts and services to Christian educators and schools enabling 
them to effectively educate urban, socioeconomically disadvan-
taged, and minority students. The department assists its mem-
bers with the following:
•  Starting schools
•	 Assimilating underachieving students into rigorous programs
•	 Implementing best practices for effectiveness
•	 Transitioning from a tuition-based to a donor-based school

The USSD is the only entity in the nation providing its mem-
ber schools with tools and techniques to identify and treat 
cognitive skills deficiencies. Research indicates that cognitive 
skills deficiencies are the leading cause of learning difficulties 
for struggling learners. The department also produces a unique 
quarterly publication, The Meantime. It contains articles and 
information specific to the needs and challenges of schools 
targeting and serving urban, under-resourced, and minority 
students from a Christ-centered perspective. Contact: Urban School 

Services, 719-528-6906 or urbanservices@acsi.org. See Urban School Resources, 

page 34.
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